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Speakers Biography 

 

Akira Tatehata 

Is director of Kyoto Art Center, president of Tama Art University, and 

Chairman of Japanese Council of Art Museums. Tatehata is born in 

Kyoto in 1947. Graduated from Waseda University, Tokyo in 1972. 

Curator of the National Museum of Art, Osaka, from 1976 to 1991. 

Visiting curator of Whitney Museum in 1986. Japanese Commissioner 

of Biennale di Venezia in 1990 and 1993. Professor at Tama Art 

University from 1991 to 2005. Artistic Director of Yokohama Triennale 

in 2001. Visiting scholar at Columbia University and UC Berkeley University from 2002 to 2003. 

Director of the National Museum of Art, Osaka, from 2005 to 2011. Artistic Director of Aich 

Triennale in 2010.  President of Kyoto City University of Arts from 2011 to 2015. President of 

Tama Art University from 2015. As a poet, received Rekitei new poet prize, Jun Takami prize 

and Sakutaro Hagiwara prize.   

 

Sarah Gardner  

is a freelance consultant and advisor on international networks and 

cultural policy with over 25 years as a leader in the culture sector. She 

is the Secretary of the Board of Res Artis and was the founding 

Executive Director of IFACCA, the global network of arts councils and 

ministries of culture with members in 70 countries, from 2001 to 2017. 

For the ten years prior to that, she held various senior executive roles 

at the Australia Council for the Arts, principally as the Director, 

Strategy and Policy. She was formerly the Director of Public Affairs for the Australian 

Bicentennial Authority, a consultant in the private and public sectors for the leading 

Australian firm Issues Australia, technical manager for German company, Schering AG, and 

worked freelance in England, Italy, Scotland and Spain. Sarah has a BSc and Masters in Public 

Policy from the University of Sydney and edited the IFACCA report ‘International Perspectives 

on Artist Residencies’. In 2015 she was appointed to the expert panel for the UNESCO 2005 

Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions. 

 

Anupama Sekhar 

is the Director of the Culture Department at the Asia-Europe 

Foundation (ASEF), which facilitates cultural exchange and 

collaboration among artists and arts organisations in 51 countries 

across Asia and Europe, in its role as the only institution of the Asia-

Europe Meeting (ASEM).  

Currently, she is part of the Expert Facility of UNESCO to support 

http://www.asef.org/
http://www.asef.org/
http://www.aseminfoboard.org/members
http://www.aseminfoboard.org/members
https://en.unesco.org/creativity/node/8159


 

 

capacity development initiatives for the implementation of the 2005 Convention on the 

Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions.  

Prior to joining ASEF in 2009, Anupama worked with the International Labour 

Organisation and with independent arts spaces in India. Anupama holds degrees in 

English Literature and International Studies. She is a trained dancer in the Indian 

classical style of Bharatnatyam. 

 

Taru Elfving  

is a curator, writer and educator based in Helsinki, 

Finland. Previously Head of Programme at Frame 

Contemporary Art Finland (2013-2018) and HIAP Helsinki 

International Art Programme (2012-13), Elfving is 

currently developing a new multidisciplinary platform for 

artistic research in collaboration with the Archipelago Sea 

Research Institute of Turku University. Her curatorial 

projects include Hours, Years, Aeons (Finnish Pavilion, Venice Biennale 2015), Frontiers in 

Retreat (HIAP 2013-2018), Contemporary Art Archipelago CAA (Turku 2011, European Capital 

of Culture), and Towards a Future Present (Lofoten International Art Festival 2008). Elfving 

has published an extensive body of writing internationally and has co-edited publications 

such as Altern Ecologies. Emergent Perspectives on the Ecological Threshold at the 55th 

Venice Biennale (Frame, 2016), and the forthcoming Contemporary Artist Residencies. 

Reclaiming Time and Space (Valiz, 2019). She holds a PhD from Visual Cultures, Goldsmiths 

University of London (2009), and continues to supervise practice-based doctoral students at 

the University of the Arts Helsinki. 

 

Seiichi Kondo 

Ambassador Seiichi Kondo is Director, Kondo Institute for Culture 

& Diplomacy. He works for local governments, such as Chief 

Director of the Kyoto Arts and Culture Foundation etc. He is visiting 

professor of Tokyo University of the Arts, and chairman of many 

cultural foundations. He served as Commissioner of the Agency for 

Cultural Affairs from 2010 to 2013. He was previously Ambassador 

to Denmark (2008-2010), and to the UNESCO (2006-2008).  

He graduated from the University of Tokyo, and joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1972. 

Ambassador Kondo is the author of many books in Japanese and English. He received many 

decorations including Chevalier de la Legion d’honneur (France), 2006, The Order of the 

Sacred Treasure, Silver Rays (Japan), 2016. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Mami Odai 

Rturned to Japan following a period of training and research in to 

cultural policies and AIR networking at ‘Trans Artists’ in the 

Netherlands. She currently operates ‘Move Arts Japan (Command 

N)’, which is a portal site for artist mobility, AIR Projects in Japan 

and abroad and research relating to them. This includes VISUAL 

ARTS FOCUS (France) a group who design AIR projects and 

prepares their environments. Odai is also AIR director for an art and 

research centre, and the Sapporo Tenjinyama Art Studio. 

 

Megumi Matsuo 

is a director of MATSUO MEGUMI+VOICE GALLERY pfs/w. She 

graduated from Kyoto City University of Arts, Megumi Matsuo 

opened a gallery in 1986 with a focus on Kyoto-based artists. The 

gallery exhibits artists, regardless of age or medium, who examine 

contemporary society through their practice. She utilizes her 

insights acquired from visits to nonprofit art organizations and 

institutions in Europe and North America when providing guidance 

for her circle of artists and students at art colleges. Matsuo ran the 

office of Kyoto Art Map, a network of contemporary art galleries in Kyoto, between 2000 and 

2012, and is currently administration office director for “Cho-Kyoto,” which plans and 

manages contemporary art exhibitions as well as art fairs with cultural assets. Matsuo is also 

involved in a community redevelopment plan for the area southeast of Kyoto Station. She 

serves as a board member of Kyoto Arts and Culture Foundation and is a part-time university 

lecturer. 

 

Yuki Asakura 

After graduating from Kyoto University, where she studied in literature, 

Yuki Asakura went on to earn a PhD from the Graduate Course in 

Applied Musicology at the Department of Musical Creativity and the 

Environment, Tokyo University of the Arts. She worked as an academic 

researcher for the university’s Art Liaison Center between 2009 and 

2012, developing collaborative projects between the university and 

local communities. She returned to her hometown of Fukui in 2012, 

where she continues to research cultural policy while also being 

involved in running music festivals and art projects. Asakura is a part-

time lecturer at Shizuoka University of Art and Culture, Fukui 

Prefectural University, and the University of Fukui. Since April 2017, she has participated in 

international comparative research on cultural policy for the office of Agency for Cultural 

Affairs that focuses on regional culture revitalization. 

 



 

 

Teiko Hinuma  

is the Program Director of the Rikuzentakata Artist in Residence 

Program, a Professor of Art Produce and Museum Studies at Joshibi 

University of Art and Design, and a board member of AIR Network 

Japan. Previously, she worked for gallery management planning 

companies and art magazines as an editor. In 1999, she was involved 

in the foundation of Aomori Contemporary Arts Centre. Until 2011, she 

served as a curator there, planning many exhibitions, projects and 

residencies for artists. She has also served as the Program Director 

for the civilian artists support group “ARTizan” (Aomori), a project 

director of the “Saitama Triennnale 2016” and art director of UBE 

Tokiwa Museum. 

 

Jean-Baptiste Joly 

Born in Paris. Studied German literature and language in Paris and 

Berlin. Former director of the French Cultural Institute in Stuttgart 

(1983-1988). Since 1.1.1989: CEO of the foundation Akademie 

Schloss Solitude, founding director and artistic director of the 

Akademie. Honorary professor at the Kunsthochschule Weißensee, 

College of Art and Design, Berlin. Member of the board of trustees 

of different foundations and cultural institutions in Germany and in 

France. Member of the avisory board of Transcultural Exchange, Boston. Former member 

(2009-2015) of the French-German Council for Culture. 

 

Anna Lovecchio  

is a curator and art historian based in Singapore. Since September 

2016, she is Curator of the Residencies Programme at NTU CCA 

Singapore. She has developed special projects with Artists-in-

Residence such as siren eun young jung, Lucy Davis, Robert Zhao 

Renhui, Sonya Lacey, Michael Lee, Luca Lum and co-curated the 

exhibition The Making of an Institution (2017) together with Ute 

Meta Bauer and Anca Rujoiu. Previously, she was Junior Curator at 

Villa Croce Museum of Contemporary Art in Genoa, Italy. She was 

Executive Editor of the art journal Around Photography 

International. She holds a PhD in contemporary art from the 

University of Bologna, Italy and a Master in Art History and Curatorial Studies from Tufts 

University, Boston, United States. 
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Maayan Strauss  

is a multidisciplinary artist, architect, and curator based in New 

York and Berlin. She is the founder and director of Container 

Artist Residency, a program that invites artists to work onboard 

cargo ships, using available cabins as studios spaces through 

partnerships with leading shipping lines. She is the founder of 

Sushi Bar Gallery in Brooklyn (2013-2017) and is serving as an 

editor at Art Handler, a magazine dedicated to the behind-the-

scenes practices of the art world. Recently, she realized her 

project The Service Room as an artist-in-residence at Recess, New York. She has exhibited 

in museums and galleries internationally, including The Herzliya Museum of Contemporary 

Art; The Israel Museum in Jerusalem; The Haifa Museum of Art; Para Site, Hong Kong; Recess, 

New York; Storefront for Art and Architecture, New York; Andrea Meislin Gallery and Louis B. 

James Gallery in New York; Shenzhen Biennale for Urbanism/Architecture. Previously, she 

was head designer for artist James Turrell, leading work on major retrospectives at the 

Guggenheim Museum in New York, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and the Museum 

of Fine Arts, Houston. Strauss received her MFA in photography from Yale School of Art and 

a B.Arch degree from Bezalel Academy of Art and Design in Jerusalem. 

 

Drew Bennett  

is an artist, designer, and founding curator/director of the 

Facebook Artist in Residence program from 2012 to 2018.  

The program was founded on the “artist first” philosophy, 

inviting local artists into the Facebook headquarters to 

experiment with new, site specific projects alongside the 

employees instead of shipping in already completed works of 

art.  The program has grown to employ over 500 artists to create new work from around the 

world and is still growing.  

Bennett left his post as it became clear to him the program was fully established at global 

scale in search or new art-making and leadership opportunities in the Bay Area and beyond.  

In the short term, Drew has taken up a more formal leadership role at Starline Social Club, 

his local venue, restaurant, and bar, prided on creativity, activism, and community.   

 

Shingo Yamasaki 

is a director and musician. Born in Kurashiki in 1978, Yamasaki is based 

in Kyoto, where he organizes projects with collaborators from various 

fields including music, art, crafts, and design. Having a strong interest 

in craftsmanship rooted in local contexts, he conceives and runs 

projects in close partnership with artisans working mainly in traditional 

crafts. Yamasaki’s current projects include Kyoto Craftsmen Studio, 

Kougei Now, Kyoto Crafts Magazine, and Social Kitchen. As a musician, 



 

 

he has participated in dance and performing arts works by the likes of Futago no Mibojin, 

Monochrome Circus, and Tadasu Takamine. He is also a drummer in the band GTSVL.  

https://kougeimagazine.com/ 

http://kougeinow.com/ 

 

Maryam Bagheri  

Is Res Artis MENASA (Middle East, North Africa, and South Asia) 

Cluster Coordinator (Iran) 

Bagheri holds a BA in English Literature. She has a diverse 

experience in documentary filmmaking, researching, film archiving, 

journalism and documentary film distribution. At the moment she 

works as the board of editors chairperson for Cinema- Haghighat 

magazine, documentary film specialized quarterly on Iran. She is 

one of the board members of Rybondoc center in which the main 

focus is on documentary cinema. As a documentary film distributor, she has experience in 

communication and strategic planning. She recently joined Res Artis as the MENASA (Middle 

East, North Africa, and South Asia) Cluster Coordinator. 

 

Tatsuhiko Murata 

A representative of the Youkobo Art Space, in 1989 Murata and his 

partner Hiroko opened Sosakukan as a place for artists to stay, 

create and exhibit. Hi is engaged in activities that aim to foster artist 

to artist interactions and bridge cultural differences through art. 

Murata named his one-of-a-kind Artist in Residence program “Micro 

Residency” and it is led by artists and run on a micro-scale, whilst 

also promoting global networking. 

 

Birte Gehm  

is the Communications and Operations Manager of Res Artis – the 

Worldwide Network of Artist Residencies. She is in charge of 

communication matters and administration at the Res Artis office 

in Amsterdam. Besides connecting and promoting the 

organisation’s members, handling the office administration and 

taking part in meeting committees, she is also involved in 

developing content and tools in response to the needs of members 

and the changing realities of the artist residency field. 
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Lea O’Loughlin  

manages Acme Studios International Residencies Programme 

(Acme IRP) and is President of the Board of Directors of Res Artis. 

Working with international artists and liaising with governments 

and foundations to maximise their investment in London cultural 

residencies. A vital part of her role is to build strong and 

sustainable relationships between residency funders, visiting 

artists and a wide cross-section of communities both within and 

beyond the cultural sphere. She has a history of developing 

residencies, promoting international dialogue and critical exchange, connecting people and 

networks and providing practical guidance and advice to artists and arts organisations. 

Holding an MA in Contemporary Art from Sotheby’s Institute of Art London and Bachelor of 

Visual Arts from the University of South Australia her previous experience includes working 

with The Royal British Society of Sculptors, The Florence Trust, Tate, Gasworks, Cubitt Artists 

(United Kingdom), MoMA (United States) and Adelaide Central Gallery & Studios (Australia). 

 

Eliza Roberts 

is the inaugural Executive Director of Res Artis focused on fundraising, 

public profile and strategy for the organisation. Eliza served on the Res 

Artis Board of Directors from 2012 – 2016, including a 2 year term as 

Vice-President from 2014. For the past 6 years Eliza worked as Arts 

Residencies Manager at Asialink, Australia’s largest and most long-

standing artist residency program in the region. Eliza has diverse 

experience in the arts industry, having worked at a range of local and international institutions 

and organisations including Christie’s auction house in London, The Ian Potter Museum of 

Art and Artbank. Eliza speaks intermediate level Indonesian and holds a MA Art Curatorship 

and BA Creative Arts, both from the University of Melbourne. 

 

Sachiko Kanno  

is an independent arts planner & researcher of AIR Lab. She 

received a diploma in the history of decorative arts at the 

University of Glasgow and she had a master’ degree in the 

arts management at the University of Tokyo. She has been 

working in the field of international cultural exchange and 

cultural policy for more than 30 years in the British Council 

Tokyo and the Japan Foundation. She is also an advisory 

committee member of I Yokohama City, and a selection 

committee member of Akiyoshidai International Art Village AIR program. She writes various 

articles about AIR programs and British cultural policy. 

 


